
RESL3700: Complementary and Alternative Medicine 

Learning Journals via EduBlogs 
Assignment Details and Expectations 

 
Starting on Week 2, students will be expected to create and maintain an EduBlog via Sites.GSU.edu 
 
Requirements:  

● At least one (1) post per week 
● At least two (2) comments on other student journal posts per week  
● Respond to comments on your own posts 

 
What to write about:  

● Write in relation to what we’re studying together 
● Write and comment substantially 

 
These requirements are intentionally vague and undefined . It’s up to you to define the phrases 1

“in relation to”, “what we’re studying”, and “substantially” mean. 
 
I suggest you write about what’s inspiring you -- connections you’re making to your lived 
experience, to your past, to other courses you’re taking, to content you see on social media (there 
are lots of “wellness” conversations and critiques happening on Instagram). Write about 
conversations you’ve had in your group discussions, about things in the reading you don’t 
understand - or disagree with. Write about content and perspectives that you think are missing 
from the broader course conversation. Write about anything that connects - even distantly - to the 
content we’re studying together in this course.  

 
Purpose:  

The point of this exercise is not to quiz you on the materials and course readings. It’s a way for 
me to peak inside your brain, to see what you’ve been thinking about, to see what connections 
you’ve been making. It’s a space for informal reflection. 
 
It’s purpose is to highlight the process of learning rather than demonstrating what you’ve learned.  
 
It’s intended to enhance your learning through the process of “thinking about your thinking” 
(metacognition), making connections, and writing about the experience. 

 
 
Grading:  

The Learning Journals will be graded holistically, and as a cumulative project. I will be focused on 
the process over product.  
 
While I’ll do a “journal check” every other week to make sure that you’re keeping up with your 
reflections and dialogue with peers, the bulk of the grading will happen at the mid- and end- point 
of the semester.  

 

1 My inspiration for the structure of this assignment comes from Gardner Campbell 

http://sites.gsu.edu/
https://www.gardnercampbell.net/blog1/?p=1671
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There is no minimum or maximum word count for your posts. While you should proofread and edit 
your reflection before posting, I’m not a stickler for grammar and the like. While good writing and 
editing invariably lead to better “readability”, one of the intentions of this project is to both: 

1) Encourage students to be intellectual in front of other people 
2) To broaden our understanding of what it means to be “intellectual”  

 
I’m much more concerned with hearing your voice develop over the course of the semester, 
rather than your idea of what it means to sound “academic.”  
 

With all that being said, let’s get started.  
 
Getting Started:  
  

1. Go to Sites.GSU.edu 
● Create a personal blog 
● EduBlogs will automatically use your GSU student ID / username to generate your 

account 
 

2. Add course to “My Class”  
● On the dashboard of your blog, visit “My Class > Join a Class”  
● Search for the course blog using its title: rels3700cam  

Or the URL sites.gsu.edu/rels3700cam 
● Request to join the course, which I will then approve on the instructor side of the portal 

 
3. Decide on Public / Private Blog Settings 

● I’ve set the course blog as semi-private, (password: email instructor ) so that students, 
some department faculty, and friends/family of your choosing can access the materials 
you’ll be creating as a course. This hopefully gives space for less-self-conscious writing 
and less of an academic digital footprint. 

● If you choose to make your personal blog private, it’s important that you use the same 
password as the course blog (above), so that your peers - and I -  can access and 
comment on your site. You are free to change your password (or delete your site 
altogether) after the course is over.  
 

4. Play around with your theme and appearance: 
● Your blogs don’t need to be perfectly designed, especially not right off the bat. Learning 

to navigate and manipulate Wordpress is one of the learning objectives of this course. 
Take time to play around with the platform until you find an appearance you like -- and 
this may evolve over the course of the semester.  

 
5. Start Writing! 

● Post your first learning reflection (blog post) 
● Comment on two (2) peer reflections 
● Respond to comments left on your blog reflections  

 
  

http://sites.gsu.edu/rels3700cam/
https://www.theedublogger.com/should-your-class-or-student-blogs-be-public-or-private/

