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Let me first start by welcoming all new and returning members of GMATYC and 

say that we all CAN play a role in making this organization one of the very best in 

the Southeast and the Nation. There is something for everyone to do in this 

organization and what a great training ground that feeds into AMATYC! 

If you were able to attend the Perimeter College Conference in February, you 

saw the results of the countless hours of work of the conference team. Job well 

done! We have great volunteers doing great things, but we need to have 

individuals who are willing to take on responsibilities related to GMATYC and 

move this organization a notch up and encourage others to join and participate 

in the conversation.     

The simplest way to be involved in GMATYC is to continue to be a member. 

GMATYC needs your support for us to continue to be a voice in all things related 

to mathematics education during the first two years of college. If you have not 

renewed your membership for another year, please do so at your earliest. As your 

President, I get funds equal to the registration fee to attend the 2018 AMATYC 

conference. However, I would like to challenge you with this offer - I am going to 

give this registration fee to anyone who brings on board the largest number of 

new enrollees to GMATYC (at least 7). So, when you talk to your colleagues 

please ask that they contact our Treasurer, Sanda Manole, at rmanole@gsu.edu 

and let her know who has introduced them to GMATYC. The deadline for this 

offer is July 1, 2018. 

There are other ways you can get involved with GMATYC. Are you working on a 

Grant? Are you involved with any kind of research at your institution? Do you 

have any teaching tips? If so, write a short article for our Newsletter. We would 

love to hear from you! 

Please join me in welcoming our new executive committee on board. Also, thank 

you to our past officers, Alvina Atkinson, John Weber, William Griffin, Lee Ann 

Roberts, Mary Wolfe and the members of our Nominating committee. 

Hope plans are underway for you to attend the AMATYC Annual Conference in 

Orlando. As always great programs are planned for us and I look forward to 

seeing many of you there!  

President's Corner
By: Behnaz Rouhani, Perimeter College at Georgia State University

Spring 2018



The 31st Annual Math Conference at Perimeter College – Georgia State University was held on February 

16th and 17th at the Clarkston Campus. Our theme this year was “Building STEM Majors”. 

Our keynote speaker this year was Dr. Willie Rockward. Currently, Dr. Rockward is an Associate Professor of 

Physics at Morehouse College. Also, he serves as the Chair of the Department of Physics & Dual Degree 

Engineering Program and the Research Director of the Materials and Optics Research & Engineering 

(MORE) Laboratory. Dr. Rockward is also married to one of our colleagues, Michelle Rockward. 

Dr. Rockward gave a very dynamic presentation on what it takes to build a STEM major. His presentation 

was inspiring and very well delivered. 

Friday was filled with 30 sessions. Friday evening concluded with a dinner and a raffle. We gave away over 

$300.00 in door prizes that were donated by local restaurants. On Saturday morning, we had our student 

presentations. We had 9 student presenters. The student presentations were great. After the presentations, 

we concluded the conference with a pizza party. 

The Conference Committee would like to thank all presenters, volunteers and attendees for helping to make 

the 31st annual conference a success. We would also like to thank our publishers for the donations that they 

made towards the conference.  The committee is committed to the future success of the conference. We 

welcome any feedback or ideas. If you have any suggestions, comments or questions, please contact Diana 

McGinnis, dmcginnis@gsu.edu or Joanna Wilson, jwilson133@gsu.edu. 

  

Please visit our website at http://sites.gsu.edu/pc-gsu--mathconference/.  Please continue to check the 

website for details about next year’s conference. The presentations from the conference have been 

uploaded to the website. We hope to see you next year. 

The 31st Annual Perimeter College Math Conference 

By: Joanna Wilson, Perimeter College at Georgia State University



courses in precalculus, calculus I and calculus 

II. She has served on several committees at 

Perimeter College and has been active in 

GMATYC and AMATYC.   

Among her colleagues, Stephanie is 

described as an innovative teacher, who is 

dedicated to seeking ways to assist student 

learning and success.  Professor Garofalo’s 

outstanding work was recognized by her 

peers who nominated her for the Perimeter 

College’s Outstanding Junior Faculty Award, 

which recognizes a junior faculty member 

who has made exceptional achievement in 

teaching, service and professional 

development.  Professor Garofalo’s students 

commented she is a very enthusiastic and 

caring mathematics teacher.  She is always 

willing to assist her students.  Many of 

Professor Garofalo’s former students noted 

that she is the instructor who most 

contributed to their academic success. 

Professor Garofalo will be GMATYC’s 

nomination for AMATYC’s 2019 Teaching 

Excellence Award. 

Professor Garofalo Presented Bill Bompart Award for 

Teaching Excellence

By: Don Brown, Middle Georgia State University

The Bill Bompart Award for teaching excellence was established in 2003 by the membership of GMATYC. 

The award is named in honor of Dr. Bill Bompart, longtime mathematics professor and administrator at 

Augusta State University (now Augusta University).  The award is presented in every even numbered year. 

The purpose of the Bill Bompart Award is to recognize exceptional contributions to the teaching of 

mathematics by a GMATYC member. See the GMATYC website (www.gmatyc.org) for further details about 

the Bill Bompart Award. At the annual GMATYC meeting on February 16, 2018, Stephanie Garofalo became 

the newest recipient of the Bill Bompart Award.  A graduate of Mercyhurst College and Lehigh University, 

Stephanie is an instructor at Perimeter College at Georgia State University where she has taught 



GSU Perimeter college amatyc student math league
By: Somaya Muiny, Perimeter College at Georgia State University

AMATYC Student Math league is a national competition designed for pre-calculus-level students attending two- 

year colleges. Questions are from a standard Curriculum in College Algebra and Trigonometry and may involve 

precalculus, algebra, trigonometry, synthetic and analytic geometry, and probability; questions that are completely 

self-contained may be included as well. All questions are short-answer or multiple choice. 

The problems range from quite doable to rather challenging. While also giving students the opportunity to integrate 

familiar concepts, the main goal of the competition is to strengthen the mathematical capabilities of the next 

generation of problem-solvers. 

Many of our students at Perimeter College have found this competition to be a fun and interesting experience. This 

academic year, 47 students participated in round 1, and 20 participated in Round 2. Many students were motivated 

by financial incentives; the Math Conference Committee offers prizes for the top five scoring students as follows: 

first place, $140; second, $130; third, $120; fourth, $110; and fifth place, $100. In addition, $50 are awarded to the 

top-scoring student in each of the Perimeter College 5 campuses with a score of 12 or above. Here are this year’s 

winners: 

Congratulations to the hard working students. Our first winner, Hoang Huynh, also ranked third in the Southeast 

region. For a full list of winners in our region, visit the AMATYC, SML site at http://sml.matyc.org/report_indiv.php? 

region=SE&round=T 

The competition here at Perimeter College would not have been possible without our school moderator this year, 

Diana McGinnis, who handled registering our school with AMATYC, and our devoted math faculty, who arranged 

the testing sessions, administered tests, and reported scores. 



24th annual University of North Georgia Math Tournament

By: Minsu Kim, University of North Georgia

The University of North Georgia at the Gainesville Campus successfully held the 24th annual Math Tournament 

on Saturday April 7th, 2018. One hundred forty five students and 30 coaches from 18 different colleges attended 

the tournament. 

There were two main events: the morning test was an individual Calculus test consisting of 40 multiple choice 

questions and the afternoon portion of the Tournament was a team competition, (non-calculus problems) with 

timed questions considered by teams of up to 4 students.   

After all the scores were tallied, the winning individuals (1st thru 5th place) in the morning test and the winning 

teams (1st thru 4th) were announced at an awards ceremony (see Table below).  Winning individuals and winning 

teams received cash prizes. Winning schools in the overall competition received trophies. 

24th UNG Math Tournament Winners 

Morning Individual Competition 

1st Ji Do Sook, GSU, Perimeter College, Dunwoody 

2nd Fabian Salinas, Spartanburg Methodist College 

3rd Tommy Nguyen, Wake Technical Community College 

4th Hoang Huynh, GSU, Perimeter College,  Clarkston 

5th Hung Tran, GSU, Perimeter College, Clarkston 

Afternoon Team Competition 

1st GSU, Perimeter College,  Dunwoody – Team 1 

2nd Middle Georgia College – Team 1 

3rd GSU, Perimeter College, Clarkston – Team 3 

4th Spartanburg Methodist College – Team 1 

Overall Competition 

1st Georgia State University, Perimeter College 

2nd Spartanburg Methodist College 

3rd Wake Technical Community College 

4th Middle Georgia College 

More detail is available at http://ung.edu/mathematics/tournament/index.php where you will find pictures of 

past competitions as well as copies of past test questions. 

If you have participated in the UNG math Tournament before, please consider coming again next year.  If you 

haven’t made it before, please consider this open invitation. If you have any further questions, please email 

Minsu.Kim@ung.edu , the coordinator of this year’s event. 



44th Annual Conference 

Orlando, FL 

November 15-18, 2018 

Please plan to attend!
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Do you have colleagues that would enjoy being a part of 

our group?  Please encourage them to join GMATYC.  You 

can’t beat the $10 price for membership in one of the best 

organizations for Georgia college and university 

instructional STEM professionals to share expertise and 

make lasting contributions in education.  We are presently 

conducting a membership drive to include adjunct and 

university faculty who teach first and second year college 

students in the STEM fields.  Remember that our President, 

Behnaz Rouhani, has offered current members the 

opportunity to win free registration to the 2018 AMATYC 

Conference if they can enlist the most new members by 

July 1, 2018.  So, join the fun, spread the news, and make 

sure your friends identify you as their recruiter when they 

send in their application for membership to Sanda at 

rmanole@gsu.edu.  A link to the application form can be 

found at https://sites.gsu.edu/gmatyc/membership

Join GMATYC

By: Kim Bennett, Perimeter College 

at Georgia State University


