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Participants	

	


§  21 students in 2013 
and 2014 cohorts	


	


§  Gender: 76% female	

	


§  Majors Represented: 
Psychology, Spanish, 
Political Science, 
Journalism, and others.	


	

	


	


Procedure	

	


§  We randomly chose 5 
reflection papers from 
each stage to examine. 	


	

§  Two coders read 5 

papers from each stage 
to identify the most 
salient themes	


Background	


Method	


 

§  This ongoing qualitative study seeks to 
understand how study abroad experiences 
impact students’ SPD. 

 

§  We examine written reflection papers from 
students to extract the most salient themes 
across 3 stages of their experience:  
Ø Anticipation (pre-departure) 
Ø Awareness  (during the trip) 
Ø Analysis of Experience (after the trip) 
  

Purpose	


	


Can a short-term human rights study abroad program promote sociopolitical development in college students?	

	


§  Overall, the results suggest that the Human Rights in Argentina program promotes certain aspects of sociopolitical 
development. The program facilitates students’ critical awareness  and motivation. Efficacy to engage may emerge as 
a salient theme after a more formal analysis. 	


	


§  Some themes are present across multiple stages, but manifest in different ways.	

	


§  Next Steps:	

o  A more thorough and rigorous analysis of all qualitative data to better describe each stage and elucidate themes.	

o  Investigate intra-individual changes across each stage.	


 

§  Sociopolitical development (SPD) 
describes the process of acquiring critical 
awareness, skills, motivation, and efficacy 
to engage in social and political systems 
that resist injustice or promote human 
rights (Watts, Williams, & Jagers, 2003).  

 
§  Human Rights in Argentina is a short-term 

study abroad course. Students learn about 
the history and aftermath of an oppressive 
military dictatorship in Argentina.  

 

	

Acknowledgement: This 
research is made possible 
with the assistance of study 
abroad participants and a 
grant from the Georgia 
State University Center for 
Latino American and 
Latino/a Studies.	

	

	


Address Correspondence 
to: Christyl Wilson, 
Department of Psychology, 
Georgia State University, 
33 Gilmer St. SE, Unit 2, 
Atlanta, GA 30303, 
cywilson2@gmail.com	

	


§  Expectations about 
cultural experience 

 

§  Expectations for learning 
about human rights 

 

§  Acknowledging prior 
lack of knowledge 

§  Shift in perspectives 
•  Understanding self 
•  Connections to home country 
 

§  Emotional connection to the 
experience 
•  Importance of physical experience 
•  Shift from intellectual à emotional 

 

§  Personal responsibility for 
sharing knowledge about 
human rights 

 

§  Broadening perspectives 
to identify oppression 
around the world 

 

“Visiting Argentina will…
widen my current frame 

for understanding history and 
the environment around me.”	


	

“I am interested in learning 

how human rights 
violations are addressed.”	


	

“…made me realize how 
Eurocentric my history 
education has been…I 

could not believe that such an 
atrocious event took place 

without even a mention of 
it in my history classes.”	


	


“…as Americans, we don’t 
understand the concept of 
war…so we don’t see the 

actual pain that war brings.”	

	


“I felt emotionally connected 
as these people told their 

stories, like I was in their 
shoes for just a second.”	


	

“Walking from room to room 
gave me a clear idea of what 
it would have been like to 

be tortured…It is amazing 
what conditioning can do to 

alter one’s mind.”	


“I strive to make this world 
a better place by spreading 
the message to those who 
may not have the ability to 

get the same intimate 
experience as I did. ”	


	

“It is my goal to try and help 
bring understanding and 
awareness however I can.”	


	

“…it opened my eyes to 

issues that I fail to 
acknowledge in the U.S.”	


	

	


Discussion	


*Emphasis added on all quotes 


