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“The function of education is to teach one to think intensively and to think critically. Intelligence plus 

character – that is the goal of true education.” -Martin Luther King, Jr. 
  

My first economics class, introduction to macroeconomics, set the standard I always measured my 

other college classes with because my professor made the course relevant, interesting, and challenging. 

Ultimately this class is why I decided to be an economics major and an economics professor- I wanted to 

impart relevant and exciting knowledge of economics to all my students in an inclusive environment. In all 

my classes my goal is for my students to think intensively, think critically, and build character, I want to 

guide them to be informed, engaged members of society. 
To achieve these goals, I build relationships with my students by learning about their majors, 

interests, motivation, and background both during class and office hours. Even in a class of 196 students, I 

knew more than 70 percent of the students' names and their interests. I am dedicated to my students' 

learning; I ask them to think intensively or master the material by being present in class. To motivate my 

students to come to class I offer participation points for attendance. In a large lecture class, I established 

this by doing an online quiz where I discuss all the answers throughout the lecture.  In class, I engaged the 

students through multiple mediums: videos, news articles, power points, and in-class activities. At the 

beginning of each class I would present short, relevant videos that would either give them an example of 

how the topic related to their life or explained the concept intuitively. In my microeconomics class, I also 

wanted the students to engage their classmates and me, so I would give them questions to work in groups 

and made sure they were explaining to each other why that was the correct answer as I circulated through 

the classroom. This group and think-pair- share learning was beneficial to students across different mastery 

levels as those advanced could further explain topics and master the material, and those struggling could 

learn from a peer in a more casual environment. 
Mastering and engaging the material is important, but I also want my students to think critically 

about the class and develop problem-solving skills that they can use in all their classes and later in life. 

Economics studies more than just the distribution of wealth, it also examines the well-being of society and 

how to find solutions to the problems society faces. For example, in my microeconomics class at Spelman 

College, I had students pick a news article of their choice that discussed one of the topics covered in the 

semester and write a short essay on topic discussed in class. The students had to explain the relevant 

microeconomic theory about the chosen topic, discuss how the theory was similar or different from real-

world application, and explain if the article taught them something they did not learn in class. The students 

were able to apply their knowledge of economic theory on topics that impacted their current life. The lessons 

learned in my class will give them the necessary expertise, on topics such as opportunity costs, supply, and 

demand, government price interventions, and make optimal decisions as members of society. 
My teaching evaluations from my undergraduate economics courses were excellent as students 

rated me above average among both the department and college-wide for the same period. I also received 

personalized notes and emails from students grateful for the time and effort I put into the class and their 

growth as a student. Also, I was awarded the Outstanding June Teaching Fellow for the Microeconomics 

Course at the Advanced level class when I taught as a Teaching Fellow at the American Economics 

Association 2016 Summer Program. In addition to teaching my students, I also mentored students by 

meeting with them individually to talk about future classes as well as write letters of recommendation. I 

attribute my success as a teacher to my formal training as a special education middle school teacher. While 

teaching and getting my teacher certification, I learned and implemented in the class multiple strategies 

such as differentiated learning and chunking; these techniques are beneficial for all students regardless of 

the setting. 
I would be happy to teach any undergraduate economics course including introductory and 

intermediate economics courses. I am also interested in teaching Labor Economics, Education Economics, 

Education Policy and Methods and Health Economics at either the undergraduate or graduate level. My 

goal is to be a facilitator and motivate all my students to think intensively, think critically, and become their 

best self through knowledge and active citizenship. 
 


